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TO THE READER. 


| £2 heere(Reader) way made to the 1:Sm.to.18: 
f Hebrew Prouerbe : Is Saul alſo * 
MW 2 among the Prophets ? Hz 
LO, friends beld it firange to ſee him 
an prophecying, or ſinging holy ſongs 
(as it is expounaca:) and ut will be as ſtrange to all Vide Veubl, 
that know me, to frude me in the Preſſe, borb; inre: ; 
ſpeft of mine mſufficiencie, (in which regard the 
\ word is put por me by him that applies - fo ſuch p.y4. vi ol. 
 ſmatterers) as alſo in regardof my aiſpoſitio and 444; 374 
affebton , Who haue in others diſhiked this oner- 
printing, and for my ſelfe alwates affefted (1t may 
be too much) priuatie andretiredneſſe. But ſee what 
importunitie can doe. In the ſecond of the Kings, 
chap.2, there is a Very abſurd motion made to E1- 
ſha by well meaning men, and Eliſha in the end 
yeelas to them ina ſort againſt hit will. And why? 
rhey were inſtant pon him till bee was aſhamed, 
verſa 17. Thu motionof} printing was tome at firſt - 
as that to him ; yet now at laſt, (being aſhamedto 
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TO THE READER. 


be inexorable) F haue aid with bim, Send. Now if 


the Printer (the chiefe ator 7 meant inthis bu (;- 
reſſe ) returne as wiſe as they, hauing his labour 
(with them) for hu paines, my anſwer u the ſame 
with the Prophets, Said I not, Doe not goe ? Thou 
haſt my defenſe (*Reader) for the printing. 7f any 
thing offend thee in the Sermon preached, thou muſt 
remember, that 7 meant it to an aſſembly knowne, 
z20t to ſtrangers vnknowne © and therefore doe vt 
blame me for not vſimg the Latin or Greeks tongue, 
vnleſſe thou canſt helpe my hearers to Latine or 
Greeke eares , and then Tſhall make no more [cu 
ple of Latine then Engliſh: In the meane time I dare 
promiſe no more then that I thinke # as familiar 79 
them as Engliſh, yea ſuch Engliſh as they onder- 
ftand ; for ſome Engliſh is Hebrew to the uulzar 
fort. If thou take exception further at my naked 
znargent, becauſe it u ſo empty of humane «Author, 


 Tpray thee be ſatisfied with this anſwer: Firſt, our 


Auditors in theſe parts are content to take Gods 
bare word, without any further band or teſtimonie: 


Seconaly, I cannot diſcharge my ſelfe ( 7 iudge not 


others that vſe it ) of pride and ambition, if 1ſhould 
be quoting « for all that kuow the ſmalneſſe of my 
ſtanding, weakpeſſe of my body, greatneſſe of implot- 


ment, in a place vudertaken with as much feare 


ID_O_cwY Ss Lo 2 po — 


> 


- 


—w 


TO THE READER, 


 andeunwillingneſſe, as it « vudergonewith paine 


and heauineſſe, doe wellkjiow that my readmg can- 
zzot be great ; and my owne ſoule knowes, thatzhere 
can be nothing to worke me to this prattiſe (intheje 


partsYvuleſſe I would be ambitious: for to what end 


(bould I tell peore people of Fathers and Hiſtortans ? 
What ſhould mooue mee to it, When 1 Know before 
band, they will thinke neuer the better of me, nor of 
my dottrme, for ſo doing ?(verb.gra.) In ſpeaking of 


Tobs children, in the firſt point Iallude to aplace m 


f bryf ome:to what end (honld I amaze them with 
his name and his homilie, Ad pop.cAntioch, ? 713 as 
zother place, ſpeaking of ſane in the godly, ad ago: 
mem , 1 remembred eAuſtns diſcourſe about that 
matter. In ſpeaking of Popes, T thought of Polydore 
Urrgs wote in that behalfe : and the bringms in of 
Damd ſpeaks to his ſonne , put mee in minde of 
Ceſars patheticall ſpeech to Brutut, % oi riuwn: and 
zhe very mention of Abſaloms rockie heart,not yeel- 
Ang, brought to my remembrance Hanmbals pra= 
iſe with the rockes, to make themgine place. Now 
([prayyon) bad not Ilittle to dbe, if Tſhouldthruft 
all theſe into a Sermon ? If Tſhould doe ſoin ſuch ar 
Auditory, would not my heart ſay, Now thou ſeckeft 
zhy ſelfe ? What others ave, F know not ; I inage 
292e ; my heart would [mite me for it mthis place : 
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TO THE READER. 


. andtherefore bold me excuſed (good Reathy' "TH 
ſee further reaſon for ſuch a pratiiſe. In the Ina 
time, if this Sermon be too plaine for thee leaue ir ro to. 
them that loue plainneſſe. If thou finde any benefit | 
by it, bleſſe God, thanke the Printer, xt 
' one praier on mee, who defire increaſe of * 
race on thee, and on allthe 


Iſracl of God, 


Hanwell his 25.of Auguſt, 1610, - 


Thinein Chriſt, -- 
Robert Harrige. - 
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LS 
. 4 Sermon a 6 7 
PREACHED AT BAN- 


BVRY BY A NEIGHBOVR 
MINISTER THERE. 


2, SAM. and (as our bookes diſtinguiſh it) 
CHAP.1I8, VERS. 33, 


T hen the king was mooued, and went vp to the.chamber 

ouer the pate, and wept : and as he went; thus hee ſaid ; 

O my ſonne Abſalom, my ſanne, my: ſonnc Abſalom : 

would God I had died for thee, O Abſalom, my ſonne, 
my. fonne. | | 


Fe readein the former Chap- 
ters, of Abſalom: (trange and 
vnnaturall praQiſcs againſt 
his owne father : in this wee 
reade ofasſtrangea iudgment 
| (as ſtrange (inacs-doc beger | 
ltrange plagues)exccuted vp- L. 
on hfm from heaven, The 
LS head &)|*|| Lord having trulled him. by 
Js 53500 >» + © (0 the haire, (fir matter for an | 
apt es halter): and foabwith his men £; : 
diſpatchthim, the King his father is now;to vnderftand.the k 
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- Newes ;-who waiting the tidingsat the gate of ZXſabaneym, . 


and receiuing a mctſage contraric ro, his cxpeRation and 
deſire, (for hee deſired nothing leile then: Abſalom death) 
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Abſaloms:Funerall. 

himſclfe overcharged with gricfe, hetakes couert as ſoone 

as he can, gets intothe nextroome, there to weepeitout's 
butbefore hee could come thither, his heart would breake 
vnlciſeit found a vent,and thereforche diſcharges him(ſclfe 
at the ſtairesas he goes, and breakesfoorth, as you heare, 
O my ſoune Abſalom, &c. which words are vttered, youlcc, 
vpon thereportof his ſonnes death, and containcareport. 
of his behauiour whattimethe tidings was firſt brought to 
him. Plainethey beof themſclues, and lic open tothe ſhal 
lowelt braine, ſothat we need no Comment : and for me- 
rhod, itisagainſt method, to obſerueany order in them. 
Yetif you will, (to the end you may the betrer ſee the 
groundsofthe pointstobe gathered) you may obſeruc in 
them'two things : Firſt, Dawids ſorrow : Secondly, the ocs 
calionthereof. The occaſion is implied in the firſt ward, 
which iscapable of more readings then it hath letters in it 
by farre ; and heerewerender1it[Ther. ] His ſorrow is ſet 
downe, both as it was inwardly concciucd, and outwardly 
cxpretſed ; conceiued, hewas mooucd ;expretled,partly by 
deeds; hee wept, which is amplified from the place, on the 
Naires, and inthe chamber: partly in words, words (l {ay) 
of complaintand wiſh, andallfor his ſonne Abſalom. Lect 
vs beginnewiththe firſt : and ſith time will not giue mee 
leauc to ſpeakeof all, Ict vs gripe as muchat once as wee 
can, and binde many thingstogether within the compalle 
of few points, Then(laith thetext).i.when hc had receiucd 
newes touching Abſalems death, the King, .i. Daxid, Abſo- 
loms father, Iſracls King, was mooned : the vorghnporet: 
ſome great alteration in a man by reaſon either of ſome 
fcarc,or griefe, oranger, orall. Now howſocuer all theſe 
did mectin Dawid, yctinthisplacchis motion is chicfely 
from gricfe : feare had the precedencie before, whileſt 
he was held in ſuſpence, and the ifſue of the battle was- 
doubtfull : anger tookeitsplace after, when hee had more 
lcaſuretothinke on Jo4b : now griefe was predominant, 
which atthe firſt did amaze him, andafter vttercd it ſelfe 
in tcarcs and complaints, When a man hath ſome deepe 


gaſh, orfuddenchop, youſhall haucforthe preſeat a great 


lence 


 Abſaloms Funerall. 7 
Nilence(as it were)and tic fleſh on cach ſide will bee wanne 
and palc,and then ſooneafter,the blood(which had carried 
the newes to the heart)itſucth foorth moſt furiouſly : ſuch 
was Daxias wound in this place , the riewes {truck into his 
heartand aſtoniſhed him for the time, but havinga little 
recouered himſelfe, he powrethit forth as you heare and 
ſce. Nowin that good David,who is here termed the King, 
is found thus deepely wounded vpon the receit of fo hea- 
uy tidings, and weepecs ſo bitterly vpon (o nearean occali- 
on,(I meane the death of his deareſt Abſalom) let vs hence 
notethis, in the generall, from-the party ſorrowing , and 
the occaſion and meaſure of his ſorrow laid togetherzThat 
Gods deareſt children are exerciſed with neare and piers 
cing crolles in thislife. It may ſecme to beeno good con+ 
on tolay that Daxid wept, that king Dazid mourned; 

or Chriſtians to mourne being poore, or Princes beirlg 
wicked,itis no ſtrange matters butwhen a man hath God 


DoR&.1, 


for his friend in heauen ,&a kingdome on carth too, what 


ſhould trouble him ? yet for ſuch aone the Lord hath croſ* 
ſes, and thoſeſharpe, thoſe neare, thoſe cutting. Witnelle 
Dazid (the man in queſtion ) a man after Gods heart:what 
alife had he in his fuberinlas his time ? when went hee 
to bed with dric eics ? when liued heea merry day ? what 
comfort in Michel his wife ? what troubles after Sawls 
death ? what breaches in his familic > what heartbreak« 
ings in his Thamar? in his Ammon? in his Abſalom whilſt 
he lied? and now when a man would haue thought him 
”__ and drawen dric, how many teares doth heeſpend a- 

reſh vpon his death? theſe crolles comeclole, cut deepe, 
here are gricfes ( in his familiars ſhall I ſay ? nay) in his 
kinsfolkes, his father, his wiues, at Ziklag, his children, his 
Abſalom, And was not lacebin the ſame caſe? was it no- 
© thing to be rended from his.owne fathers houſe ? to live 
in feare of his owne brother ? to beſo vied by his owne vn» 
cle ? to be ſocoſenedof his owne wife ? to haue his onclie 
daughter deflowred ? to hauc his deareſt wife todic ſo ypon 
his hands? to have one ſonne baniſhed? another an adulte- 
rer, another inceſtuous ? many murtherers z neerecrolles, 

B 


Read his life 
in the bockes 
of Samuel, 


Read his to» 
ry, from the 
28 of Gen, to 


the 46. Chap, 


when 
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Pro.24.16, 
Pſal.34.19. 


Reaſon, 1. 


4 b/aloms Funerall. 
when vnclc, when coſias, whenwiues, when children ſhali 
beour crotles. And what would you lay of ob, were his 
caſe your owne ? It may bee you would thinke it a lolle to 
part with ſo much goods and cattell ſo ſoone, to be worth 
athouland pound in the morning, and to haue all your 
grounds vnltockt by night: it may beit would trouble our 
patience to hearethe ſcornes of baſe fellowes, andto ſee 
that contempt in our owneſeruants: but ( alas ) if our kind= 
elt friends ſhould quippe vs, and they that were religious 
cenſure vs, if our owne wives ſhould beginto be wearic of 
vs,and wee ſhould hauethe burying of ten children , and 

firſt vnburie them,and there (ec how lovingly they ſate to- 
gcther , and what prouilion wasthere made for the cheas 
ring of their hearts, and heercplucke out one, there ano- 
ther ( perhaps) lim-meale andlay themall on an heape; 
would not this haue wrought vpon vs? Butthen, if to all 
this there ſhould be added ſuch plagues on the body, ſuch 
terrors on the ſoule, would wee not lay, our crofles. were 
ſharpe? yes ( brethren: ) we may ſay that [obs were ſharpe, 
and (orc and neecre , when friends, when ſeruants , when 


. children, when wife, when God and all ſecme to miniſter 


matter of gricfe, It ſhall be needlcile todraw you further 
in examples, theſe are beyond exception, whether you 
looke tothe goodnes of the men, or the greatnes of their 
croſles, in all whom we ſcethat verified , which once Sale- 
mn the ſonne, and Daxid the father deliuercd in more ge- 
nerall tearmes, the one touching the number of the faith- 


' fuls afflitions, that they come by ſeuens( itroups) in one 


and the ſame day, the other touching both number and 
meaſures that they are many and great, in number many, 
in nature weightic, as the word ſignifies both. Butleauing 
teſtimonies, what might bee the cauſe that Gods beſt chil- 
dren areſo ſped ?Is it theirrcligion ? ls it their profeſſion? 
No,no, it is becauſethey are ſet with corruption ( if you 
will haucitall at once )and therefore muſt be purged : For 
firſt(alictle to enlarge our (clues in thevnfolding of ſome 
few among(t many reaſons ) Godsbelſt children will ſome- 
times venture. on noiſome meates and hurtfull pn | 

they 
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Abſaloms Funerall. 
they will feede on the grofler (innes,they will drinke in ve+ 
ry puddle, ] meane iniquitics, and when the child hath fo 
done, what ſhould the father doc? If Daxid will lie and 
commit adultery, and fall tomurther innocents, what can 
God doelellc for Danid, vnletle he would have him dams 


ned,then ſcourge him thorowly ? what ſhould hee doe but” 


lay it on his skinne, ycaand laſh his conſcience, and when 
he will bee walking ſo neerc hels mouth, take him by the 
heeles and make him belecuche will throw him in? what 


though he do cry? what though hebe croſled of his will ?Is 


itnot better hee ſhould cry here then in hell? and receive 
his paymenthere rather then his iudgement there?Isit not 
better he ſhould loſe his1in, then God his child ? So then, 
one caule why the Lord doth thus lay load on his children 
here; is, becauſe they defile themſclues (ſometimes) with 
grolle linnes, and therefore muſt haue much waſhing; they 
take the deadlie(t poiſon, and cherfore mult haue working 
phylicke. Daxid was gone ſo-farre this way, that to this 
place hee hath not recouered himſelfe, hee deales not like 


old Dazidas yet, and therefore eucry moneth almoſt hee. 
muſt have a purge; and whoſocuer he be that will venture: 


aftcr himin theſe dangerous paths,ſhall be ſure to paſſe vn- 
der the rod, as Daxiddid, if he be Gods as Damids was. Se- 


condly,Godschildren if they fall not to deadly poiſon,yet 


will they (urfet of lawfull meates and pleaſures vnlawfully, 
ſo childiſh we are when we are turned looſe to delights,that 
for our lives, wee cannot keepe a means; wee cannot haue 
proſperity but wee will abuſe it, wee ſ\vell, wet bragge, wee 
ſnuffe , we looke ouer our brethren andforget ourſclues, 
cucnthe belt of vs all. Poore Dapid that ſcarce cuer came 
where proſperity grew, had butalittle reſt, and he beganne 


to dreame of golden mountaines, heethoughtcrolles had pa, z0; 


now taken their leaue ofhim, and would beafraid to looke 
into the court, and therfore Abſalomis ſent out of his bow= 
els to confute him, And: good Hezechiah who was firſt 


humbled at the comming of Saneberib, and the (econd 2, Kings 204 


eime, brought to deaths dore by gricuous licknes, had ng 


fooncr a little reſpit, buthe begins 'to lookebigandto lay 
| Ob PRE 


6 Abſaloms Funerall. 

about him, whem cmbatladors came to vilite him, he car- 
rics them from placetoplace, and (ſets the beſt fide out- 
ward: heſwaggersnot onely with them, but with E/ay too 
(who tooke as {mall pleaſurein this his courting, as man 
of his cloath doc now in preaching:) 6 Eſay (faith he ) you 
cannot tell who haue beene here, great ſtates ; the king of 
Babell ſent Emballadors to vs, ſuch Princesſo farre from 
vstakenoticeof vs; and they (I would haue thee know) 
were royally entertained, wee ſhewed them withall what 
ſtore of gold & filuer our treaſuries coull afford; we would 
hauc them know, that all the wit and wealth is not lodged 
in Babcll, butthat Gods people hauc it in them and about 
them too, ax occalion ſhall ſcrue, Thus Hezechiah thought 
he ſpake butreaſon: but the Lord ſecing him fo ranke, 
thinkesittime tolethim blood, and therefore Eſay giucs 
hima cooler , you hauc made (laith he)for ſo in ctt<& hee 
ſpeakes)a faire handof your wealth you haue; you haue 
brought the wolfe tothe fold, and now keepe himout if 
you can: Gold-thirſty Babell now knowes where to hauc a 
draught: and asfor yourſelfc, fith you thinke the berter of 
your ſ(elfe for your wealth, the Lord hath made your will, 
and the king of Babcll is your cxccutor. Thus becauſe He- 
zechiah Cartciced, he is phylickt:and thisis onother reaſon 
ofthe Lords thus dealing with his people,becaulc the diſfee 
renceis not great whether youcate bad mcate, or ſurfet on 
good. Thirdly, God had butncede to dict the beſt of vs 


ſometimes, becauſe we be ſolazic when we are full, much 
like toa man that comes newly from afcaſt,fit fornothing; 


 wefollow our calling as if we would drop on ſleepe,we per- 
forme exerciſes of rcligion, as children ſay their leflons, 
minding euery thing rather than thatin hand : wee come 


to the ordinancesof Gods fed wantons toa feaſt,nothing = 


pleaſeth vnletſcitbe ſome odde ſawce or new inuentien, 

the worlt diſh on the table; ſo it iswith vs, when wee come 

tothe word, theſenſe mult bepleaſed as well as the heart e- 

difed, cl[c itis but a dry feaſt, one tricke of wit doth more 

affc& , than twenty gratious ſentences : now when the 

Lord ſees our mouth lo farreout oftalte, that jt _— 
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Abſaloms Funerall. 


' reliſhour meate, and diſcouersinvs ſuch alazineſſe abour 
| our bufines, he chinkes it reaſon to prouide ſome remedie 
\ in time, leſt theſe fore-runners of licknes breake forth into 

' worſe inconueniences zand ſurely Daxids practiſe and caſe 


may affrightvsall; for(alas) how did he gather mud, when 
he had ſtood (till a while? and how would his corruptions 
againc haue growneto ſome head, had not Abſalom beene 
raiſcd vp to breath him, and to diſperſe them 2 Now if Da- 
wid werelo foggicafterſo many breathings, Daxid a man 
of ſo good a dict, how reſty ſhould wee bee if never walkt? 
how grounded on ourlees with Hfoab,it neucr turned'forth 
from veilcll to vellell? It ſtands the Lord thereforepon, 
if hee will provide for his harucſt, and our good, to take 
ſome paines with vs, leſt otherwiſe he faile of his vintage, 
whilſt we want dreſſing, 

Fourthly,( and ina word) croſſes had need tocome,and 
comethicke, and comein ſtrengthto the ſtrongeſt of vs, 
becauſe inthe beſt there be many and ſtrong corruptions: 
6 the pride, the pride, thevnbelccte, the ignorance, the 
ſclfe-loue that lodges in the pureſt ſoule z would yee not 
hauc thought that Daxid by this time had almoſt cmpticd 
himſelfe of all pride, that all paſſions, all loue of theworld, 
all carnall affcRions had beene well nere buried? but ſee, 
ſee, when crolles come, how he laics about him, hee ſobs, 
keroares, he would dicin a paſſion , as if he knew notwhat 
he did, or cared not whatheſaid; nowſhonld not ſuch a 
ſtomach as this be taken downe? yes, the child had beene 
ſpiltherc 1f the rod had beeneſpared : and therefore God 


'* 1 laicsiton. Now if good Dawid after ſo much breaking and 


i folong ſtanding in religion, be ſo waſpiſh, ſo —_— ſo 


paſſionate,do not youthinke that there is ſome (tore in vs? 
[ct vs be crolled alittle, cannot we chafe? let ys be abuſed, 
cannot we find our tongues ? adde to this our worldlines, 
cannot wee bee content to liuclonger in this world ( bad 
though it be?) do we not dote too much on one Abſalons 
or other? be not our hearts yetynbroken ? why then you 
ſee,, God mult ſmite and {mite againe, and ſmitchome, & 
draw blood; for no ſound heart mult go to i | 
OT VET OE AN STD UIIY F SOOT wi 
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but ſound hearts mult come thither,ſound(Iſay) fromhy- 
pocriſic, but broken with linne and ſorrow: thus wee ſee 
great cauſe of greatafflition on Gods part, ſith ourſinnes 
arc great which muſt be purged and preucnted, our ſurfers 
grcat which mult be cured,our deadnelle great, which muſt 
be quickned,our inlide bad, which mult be cleanſed. Time 


- willnot giue to ſpeake of all: One more reaſon ſhall bee 


drawne from our owne praQtiſe, and ſo ancnd. As God 
laics many croſſes onvs, ſowe may thanke our (clues for 
many too , notonelic inthat we doedeſcrue them ;but in 
orkethemout of our owne bowels: for many we 


that 
; nal: our (clues by riot, Idlenelle, vnthriftines, rage, 


&c. and the moſt we make more heauy ( that archeauic e- 
nough already) through our owne folly, and that is whilſt 
werake intoour woundslooking no higher,and what with 
vnbeleefe and impaticnce, doe doublethe crofſe on our 
ſclues. Danids burden was heauy enough alrcady, hee did 
notneede to increaſe it: yet ſuch 1s Daxias weaknelle, he 
cannot chooſe, it is his Abſalom, prety Abſalom, and there- 
fore he mult pay forhis paſſions; and thus, when God af 
flis vs in meaſure (as cuer he doth his children) wee make 
our croſſes beyond meaſure, becauſe we keep no meane in 
mourning, and not onely ſo, but we prouokeour father to 
giue vs ſomewhat for brawling and for ſtrugling:& thus we 


. ſeeſomereaſons of ours fo great & neare affliftions, taken 


partly from our (clues, partly from our God. The wicked 
will happily thinke themſclues wronged, that we giuenot 
them and their maſter the credit-of the Saints troubles,bur 
(to ſpeake properly) they arc nocauſes, but onely exccuti- | 
oners, they are hangmen and bedles; when an cxecution 
is to be wrought, and the Lord hath aſsigned ſome of his 
ſhrewdeſt children to puniſhment, they ſhall haue the of= 
fice ſometimes to bee the gaolcror befman, thatis their 
preferment.Leauing therfore theſe ſcullians in the kitchin 
theretoſceurec a veflell orlickea diſh whenthey ſhall bee 
called vpon, let vs make our vic of this {o largea Du- 
Qrine, and ſce whether wee can bee bricter there, Firſt 
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Is this ſo, that Gods deareſt children haue and muſt haue Vic rt 


ſuch great and piercing croſſes in this life 2 then muſt all 


:who would be knowne by that name,make account of ſuch 


and preparefor them. Such.is our follie (for the moſt part) 
when the ſunneſhines, we neuer thinke ofa darke night, & 
when the morning 1s faire , wee neuer feare a ftorme, and 
therefore are ſometimes takeh without our cloake ( as it 
were.)Such alſo is our conceit of our ſelues , and confidence 
in worldly helps, that we hope they will not ſee vs want; or 
if they faile, yet we thinke to ſhift better then others can, 8 
to live by our wits : hence it is, that we are almoſt growen 
to Babels concluſion, Though others be widowes,fatherles, 


_ childleſſe, comfortles : yet wee ſhall ſee no ſorrow. But it 


will be granted(Itrow ) thatour nature needs phyſicke, as 
much as other mens(there is no difference in themould) 8 


* thatour carriage hath not beene ſo good , but thatiuſtly we 


m3y feareſome bruſhing , It may be, Daxid was as honeſt a 


man as ſome of vs, perhaps Hezechiah wazgor farre behind vc 4.11; 


vs, poſſible Paw! might matchys in any gracc, and hauc as 
little pride, hypocrifie, ſelf-louc, paſſion in himas the beſt 


of ys all; yet were theſe ( holy men) greatly afflicted and - 


wonderouſly ſtraitned, & why ſhould we dreame of peace # 
If wealth would diſcharge a man of croſſes, Hezechiah was 
not poore 2 if honour, David was a king : if cither witte or 


pn Paul was no babe : but theſe will nor ſexue the turne, 


the ſamebefall ys? ſome wiues 


ings children muſt haue phyſicke (if _ 23 well as poo- 
rer mens z why ſhould they not? ſo mult the Lords. Our 
Prince is conſecrated through affliftions, our way is an af- 
flited way (as you would ſay) andit is the voice ofheauen, 
that thorow manic tribulations we muſt enter into heaven. 
Now then, fith the caſe ſo ſtands, that either wee muſtdil- 
claime the right of children, orclſe indure afflitions, either 
paſſe vnder therod or be baſtards, let vs (vnleſle we meane 
to ſhameour ſclues ) arme our ſclues for croſſes before hand, 
and not prepare onely, but prepare for all, yea the neareſt of 
all, For what hath befallen ENT why may not 

aue great croſles in their huſ- 


| bands, ſome husbands incheir wiucs, ſome pareats in chil- 


_ | « dren, 


| 
| 
| 
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dren , ſome children in parents, ſome are neerely roucht in 
their body, ſome in their eſtate, ſomeother in their name, 
in their ſoule otherſome, and where is our diſcharge ? who 
hath exempted vs? may notweneede themas much as ve 
thers? doth not God louc vsas well as others? arc not theſe 

things written for our vic? O then let vs thinke on theſe 
thingsin thisour peace,and now lay in fora rainy day,now 
whilſt wee can pray , now whilſt our bodicsarcfree from 
diſtemper,and our affeRions from trouble, now whilſt 
wee are our owne men,and hauc freedome ( as it were) of 
heart; nowletvs hoard vp praicrsagainſt the time of trou- 
ble, when as cither in reſpe of ſicknesin body, or ſorrow 
of minde, wecanſay no more then Daxzid now can(my 
ſon,my ſon, my paine,my paine,my heart,my heart.)Now . 
letys treaſure vp faith and patience, and wiſedome, as Jo- 


ne YG 


} ſeph did corne, litha day ofvtterance will come, aday of 


ſ{pending,not of getting, a day wherein our owne ſtocke & 
the Churches treaſury too(I meane others praicrs will bee 
little enough: do notthinke itſurficientto haue ſomewhat 
before hand, wee are not at agreement with crolſes to de- 


| partwhen we giue warning;neuer forget Danid,a man not 


meanely graced, nay a great husband , who had his ſoule 
well ſtockt,and in good plight, and yet how vnhandfome- 
ly doth hee now bchaue himfelfe ? Ah David, thou waſt 
wont to haue praicrs,and gracious meditations, as ready 
as Abxers ſword that would drop out of the ſheath: But 
now here is nothing but my ſon, my ſon ; andlittle doc we 
know how we ſhall fling outin diſtrelles, vnlefſe weare very 
wel appointed, Now laſtly whilſt the Lord doth offer him- 
ſclfevnto vsasa louing father, letvs come vnto him like 


. obedient children,let ys confeſle againſt our (clues,and re- 


concilec our ſoules vnto him : Let vs (eeke tohim(asonce 


the Sidoniaxs did to Herad)through Chriſt(as they through 


Blaft a) for his fauour ( asthey for Herods loue,) andthen 
beingatpeacewith him in our peace, and acquainted with 
him in our proſperity, he will know our ſoulcs in aduerſi- 
ty,and we ſhall alwaics haue arocketo fly vnto inthe great- 
eſt waucs and ſurges. Thus we [ce whatcourſe muſt my 
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ken if croſſes ſhall not hit vs on the bare, &take vs on the 
blind ſide : the pratiſewe put vpon you, as you loue your 
caſe, for there is little comfort to bee hopedfor in croſſes, 
vnlctſe there bee ſome preparation for them. Men may 
thinke them(ſclucs armed when they haue men and money 
to befriend them : but then, (neuer till then) arc wee fitted 
for crolles, when God & our owne conſciences are friends 


with vs, aad ſtand for vs, and therefore if we will makeſure 


worke, letvs go to heauen for friends, not tothe carth,and 
be ona to get grace in our hearts,then gold in our 
cheſts, for crolles bee asthe minde and man bec, not asthe 
outward eſtate, And this is the firſt vſethatI would haue 
made of this point. The ſecond ſtandeththus: 

Isthis fo, that.the deareſt of Gods children have great 
. and neere afflitions in_this life ? then this muſtteach the 
wicked to leaue iudging abroad, andto looke homeward : 
they are on horſebacke,they, when Gods children are vn= 
derfaoteyitis their ioy to ſeethe faithfull grieue,they can+ 
not hold butrole ttoutz Thele (ſay they)be the fellowes, 
theſe preachersſo much magnific, theſe the happy ones, 
thele goc. away with all the comforts, they cannot doe a+ 


mille, theys: butby your Jeauc,ſuch a iudgement hathbe- 


fallen one, ſuch a plagueanother,and which of them cf: 
capes better ? and this they get by running to ſermons, 8 
thus they triumph . Butſtay awhile, and pauſe better on 
the matter : are Gods. children thus wounded 2 what ſhall 
become of hisenemics?-arethe righteous thus.paid , how 
much mere the finner ? Is this done to. the greene: tree? 
Doth the Lord thus:vifit thoſe ypon whom his name is 
Fajled ? doth iudgement thus begin at Gods houſe? where 
ſhall the wicked appearefare infirmities accompanied with 
Frolles?, what will hertheend of idolatry;of blaſphemy;of 
._ murther, of adultcty,, of opprelfion?-ate- the waiesto ſer- 
. - monsthusſtrawcd with crofſes, whatſhall. be found in the 
waicsof wharedome,of blood, of drunkenneſſe? &c. Was 


 -Damud for murthcrand adultericoncecommiitted, thus en» 


| Ertained, whatwillchyo6d he who hilliueſtiwtheordi- 
natie practiſe offuch like ſinnes oma 


can(t) 
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canſt )are Gods owne people who hauc the ſpirit of God 
to pray in them, Chriſt, and all the Saints on carth to pray 
for them, who iudge themſclues daily, who walke conſtit- 
ly with God,(are they)thus handled in caſe they do at any 
time breake forth ? then tell me whatthy doomeis like to 
be,who neuer praicſt,neuerrepenteſt,neuer ſtriueſt againſt 
ſinne, but haſt ſold thy (elfe to do wickedly ? Go on then 
with thy tale, Gods children are afflicted, and greatly affli- 
cd too; 1 will grant you all; but wote you what ?if Gods 
children (whom hee loues next vnto himſelfe in Chriſt) 
cannot be exempted from croſſes, (bitter croſſes)notwith» 
ſtanding all their repentance, all their tearcs, all their prai- 
ers, but thcir foules ſhall' grone, and hearts ake, becauſe 
they beſo ſtubborne and performe holic duetics no more, 
no better; I report me tothee,whether thou doſt not think + 
that Gods iuſtice will oneday hauec thy blood,thy life,thy 
foul, for all thine abominations which thou doſt not re» 
pent for,but laughelt at, which thou doſtnot pray againſt, 
that they may be pardoned, but fretreſt that they ſhould 
be diſgraced, and which thouart ſo farre from leauing, that 
thou couldelſt drinke his blood that reprooucs themin 
thee, Andifſo, then cither make vie of thefaithifuls: trou- 
bles,and quickly iudge thyſelfc,or elſe,takeeucry diſgrace, 
eucry diſcaſe, cucry affliion that befaltes them, ro bee a 
pledge of thatcuerlaſting ſhame, and thoſe everlaſting tor- 
ments, woes, plagues, :curfes, that ſhall ſcize' vpon thee for 
cucrmore.. Iknow thy plcabeforc thou ſpeake; but( alas) 
it will not hold; Chriſt (thou wilt ſay) will falue all, he died 
for ſinners, and what needs allthis? And did he ſo? could 
not Chrift when heſtood in our roome, and ſuſtained the 
erfon of a ſinner(though in-himſelfe finletſe ) could not 
e (thoughhe werethe heire andfirft borne)efcape,vntill 
his blood was ſhed, and fleſhrent , and foule poured forth 
as an offcring 2then either make it good, that thou art in 
Chriſt, and become a new creature, or cle take thy leaue 
ofall hope and comfort: nothing remairies buta fearefult .: 


expeRtion of iudgement; andthatisthy ye. A third we 


thuzinferre, butbrieflpz.* ©." 
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Isthis theeſtate of the mot godly and beſt beloved in 
this life 2 then as this muſt reach vs to thinkeneuer the 
worſcof ourſclues or others for outward croſles , ( which 
like haile and ſnow dolightvpon the beſt gardens, as well 
as on'the wildewaſt, andlikebluſtering winds will ſpareno 
morePrinces children thenthe pooreſt beggers)ſith thus 
we cannot conclude, vnleſſewewillcither los Gods 
loue, or the beſt Chriſtians truth, cuen Daxids, Panls,&c, 
ſo muſt jt cauſe vs to looke vpward, to waite for our rc- 
demption, ahd to ſigh for heaucn, where we ſhall bee free 
from all thcſe miſcries, When wearefromhomeamongſt 
our friends, our hearts are ſtill homewards thoughour c6+ 
pany be good,our welcome kind, our entertainement of 
the beſt, fare, lodging, all betterthen any wee ſhall finde at 
home: yet home is homely{ſay we) and away we goe, cn- 
treaty will not fetch vsagaine : Nowit we can be content to 
change for the worſe, becauſe the one isour home for a few 
daics ; how much ſhould we deſire heauecn (the onely true 
manſion ) where weeare(ure to change all for the better ? 
where our cſtate ſhall be bettered, and our company and 
our bodies and our foules; how ought weeto reach after 
this, and to thirſt for it? If Dawidpanted after the ſuburbs, 
the Church on carth,what ſhould our affeRion be towards 
the Citic it ſelfe 2 If Moſes preferred the Saints troubles 
before thetreaſures of Egypr, what treaſures on carth ſhold 
keepe our defitesfrom the glorious eftate of Chriſt in hea- 
ucn? andif theQueeneof Shebawas contentto goc from 
home, and from much ofher wealth, that ſo ſhe might be 
acquainted with Sa/omes, why ſhould not weedefire home, 
that we might grow acquainted with Tefus Chriſt, and ſee 
him faceto face 2 cfpecially , (ith in this iourney wee ſhall 
part with nothing but what we may well ſpare, ſinne and 


- corruption 2 howthankfull ought we to befor Gods mer- 


cic,that whereas our fathers liued ſome fiuc hundred,ſome 


fix hundred, ſome moreyearcs, and{crueda long appren- 
_ tiſhip, the Lord gratiouſly hath ſhortned our leaſe, & cals 
' vs from this troubleſomeſea, into the haven by that time 


they were well entered 2 This is a matter that ſhould ſome- 
- v9 what 


what refreſh vsinthis ouriourncy,and worke thoſe to pati- 
cnce whocryatthe mention of heauen, how lon g ? truth 
itis(to ſpcake one word to them ) thecarth is tedious: to 
ſuchashaue beene in heauen, they donotlike to bee pil- 
grimes here, when once they are cnrolled Citizens there; 
but ith wee ſhall { hereafter bee alwaics receiving wages, 
why ſhould wenot be pleaſed todoalitile worke 2 and fith 
our God hath cut off lo many of our ſorrowfull daies,why 
ſhould not wee with cheerefulnele beſtow theſe few vpon 
him? 1 know no affliction isfor the preſent ivious, all arc 
tedious: but if wee will but laoke forward, and faſten our 
eics vpon that crowne and kingdomethat ſhall ſo ſhortlie 
come into our hands, and backward , and fee our deſert, 8& 
what others haue felt, how we fare andlic,and go cuery day 
better then Chriſt here did(the moſ} of vs)our croſſes will 
not ſecmelo ſtrange, as Gods mercics &:-patience towards 
vs wonderfull: As for that crolle of croſles,(finne and cor- 
ruption) whereof you would beſo gladly caſcd, { alas how 
ſhould I comfort you againſt that? Icannot blame you,nor 
maruellat it, if you be willing to be any where(much more 
in heauen)(o you may be ridoftlinne, that indeed is a: bad 
ncighbour, which will put a man to Rebeccaes complaint, I 
am wearle of my life: but yet (my brethren) ſith we do but 
drink as we brewed, nay(ith the Lord mingled this worm= 
wood with ſo many ſweetes, and much allayed the Rtrength 
therof: lith theſe ourcorruptions havereceiued their mor- 
tall wounds, and are now breathing ont their laſt breath: 
ſith the Lord will ſo ſuddenly diſpatch them in compari- 
ſon of former times, that long we ſhall not dwell together: 
ſith he ſees ſomevſe of this poiſon & turneth that to good, 
(a common good) which initſelfe is hurtfull : fith further 
he hath giuenvs ſome graces, as he hath leftin vs(for our 
excrciſc ) fome corruptions: fith(lafſtly) grace hereafter 
ſhall onely come in queſtion, and our debts ſhall be ſet vp- 
on anothersſcorc, and forthe preſent, he puts a difference 
betwixe vs and inne invs, (as betwixt poiſon and the box , 
that holds it) Ictvs haue patience towards him(though not 
eowardlinnc) and o fall out with corruption,that wee for- 
| get 
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getnot mercies: But hauc ſtept a little aſide to call Ry 
pon ſome friends: I now proceede, Hauing thus diſpatcht' 


the firſt thing growing out of theſe circiiltances named, 
we muſt cometo a (ſecond, wiiich is almoſt as generall (for 


when ſhould we haue done, if we fhould deſcend to patti- 
culars ?)this that we may make way vnto,letvsa litdeview: 


Daxids behaviour in this his diſtrefſe. There is none of vs 
can denie, buthis occaſion of griefe was great, great reaſon 
hee had to mourne, who faith tothe contrary ? It was no 
ſmall crofle to ſee ones child die in ſuch a quarrell : but yer 
there isa mcaneinall things (asthe proucrbe runneth) his 
behautour is very ſtrange, his mourning not like Danids: 
for whereas this riuer and flood of teares may feeme to bee 
fed from a three-fold ſpring,fieſh, nature and grace, and (o 
his ſorrow to be partly (piricuall, for Ab/aloms ſoute, parte 


ly naturall, in that he was his ſonne, partly carnall,in that” 
he was his Abſalom: yet thetruth is, his ſorrow is rather” 


carnall then otherwiſe, if the parts be conſidered : for firſt, 


nature gocsnotſo-farre as to wiſh the deſtruRion of it ſelf, 


as Dauid here doth OthatTwere dead, deadfor thee,orin 
thy ſtead: and asfor grace; it would neuer bring forth ſuch 


fruitsof paſſion , as to wiſh death in diſgpntemment , nor | 
—_ to whining in this vadecent maner , but would 
ue compoled the affeions rather, and haue taught him 


to mourne in filence; Beſides, his forrow is too much to be 
good, and comes with too much caſe from him, and is too 
{5one ripe to be ſpirituall fruit. Howſocner then we deny 


not, but Danidwasa (andtified man, and fo had ſanRified. 


affeions, and withall was full ofnaturall atfeAion, yer in 
this particular,andat this inſtant; he was more vnnaturall 


to himſelfe, then naturall to his ſonne, and bewrayed more ' 
fleſh for the preſent by farre, then ſpirit, yea, that ſo drows - 
ned this, that the motions thereof, could not as yet bee 
heard. Nowthis light becing thus giuen to the words fol- - 


lowing, you ſec the points do offer themſclues (o faſt vnto 


vs, and come fo thicke vpon vs, that wee know not well ' 


which to receiue, and what to put backe, This(if you ſay 


the word) ſhall 1cad the way : In that this man(no worle a” 
SE MAB + 
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children are apt to gricuc too much,and tocxceede in paſl- 
ſion for outward things; asin mirth, when once weare in, 
we arcapt to forgetourſclues; ſo in ſorrow, when once wee 
ycelde vnto it, weeare indanger of ſurfcrting vpon it. A 
man would thinke that Daxid ſhould bee as little troubled 
with this diſcaſc as any man liuing;for whether you looke 


| tOnatureor grace,the bankesſeemeto beſo ſound, that no 


Job 3, 


Joneh 4. 1, 


.cxccſſc of forrow can ouerflow them: for firſt, if you looke 
tocomplexion, he ſeeraes to bee made of the lighteſt tim- 
ber, a man whoſe ruddy facc ſcemes to promile a reſolute 
.and cheercfull heart: if you looke to naturall helpes , his 
$kill in mulicke (to ſay nothing of any cl{c)wasnot orgdina- 
ry:and as for ſpirituall mcancs, the beſt medicinesto cure 
diſcaſcs,the king was bchindnone in thele matters:his gra= 
ces were very cminent,his experience much; and yet if Da- 
id will bur plod awhile on crofles, nay, if hee will not bee © 
reparcd for them, itis ſtrange toſce how vnlike himlelfe 
bo is, ne cries as if he had becne ſtickt, Inthe next chapter 
he takes vp the ſame note againe: nay,he will dic forſooth, 
he will be gone, he will to his ſonnezand why? heis his A6- 
ſalem, And whatthinke you of 196? the Lord himſelfe giues 
hima good reporty out of doubt hee was an honeſt man; 
but did you cuer hearc a wiſe man(ſo farrcforget himfelte ? 
he isangry with the light, quarels with the night, hath a 
ſaying to the ſtarrcs, to his mother, tothe midwifcythere is 
no dcaling with himin his fit, and yet the occalion lt- 
ward, Inſtances of this kinde there bee more then enow, 
but they are vnpleaſant, and therefore I will content my 
ſclfe with one more, and that is 7onah, as ſtrange a man of 
an honeſt man as you hauc lightly heard of. This /onah was 
crolled(as he thought) firſt in his credit: how bare he that? 
vatowardly enough, the matter ſeemed naught, ſtarke 
naughtto him(ſaith the text) he chafed exceedingly: and 
What was the matter ? the Lord preferred many mens ſouls 
before thelatisfying of his luſt:a great matter: yetthis man 
would not brooke it at Gods hand, till the Lordtooke him 
ER a downe, 


> 
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downe: well, theſecond time, he was croiled in his caſe,and 
a roote(l cannot tell what to terme it, whether tree,or ſhrub 
or ſtalke; a trifle it was which hepleaſed to fancy for his 
turne) but would you thinke that a Prophet would chafe 
at the loſſe of ſucha thing ? why, this and his heate put him 
into his old tune againe, he will be dead in a paſſion; God 


comes to pacific him, it will not bee, hee is angry, he hath-Chaprer 4; 


reaſon to beangry, hewill be angry, yea,would hee could ' 
burſt and kill himſelfe with anger. Whar is the matter ? It 
is belike for ſome great ſinne, becauſe hee hath offended 
God:no(lir)he isthe plaintiffe,God had rather(in his con- 
ccit) treſpailed him: and this is /onab; let vs ſtay in him(for 
we can hardly match him ,and yeta good man) what may 


be the reaſon of thele excelliue fits for outward things?The Reaſons 


reaſons are manyzamog(lt many thele areſometfirſt, a great 
miſtaking and errour in judgement, wee ouerprize theſe 
outward things, and promiſe to our ſelues that Form them, 
which neuer any found in them : and therefore wee oucr- 
greeue, when weare diſappointed of them. Thus Dawid 
thinkes Abſalom the pretielt fellow ina country, no man 
had ſfuch'a child as was Ab/alom: and therefore when he is 
dead,Daxid cannot liuc:thus becauſe the iudgemet makes 
too great areport of outward things to the affection, the 
affection makes too great adocaboutthem,the one being 
blinded, the other is bewitched: and that is a ſecond reaſon 
mnder arc fallen into it) namely the diſtemper of the af- 
'ions,when we have outward bleſſings we love them bur 
too well ; and thereforewhen wee loſe them we greeuetoo 
much ;for make a breach in oneaffetion and you weaken: 
all, as the wholearmy is weakned if any part bee diforde- 
red, the whole building the worſe for the removing of 
ſomeone ſtone, and the whole body infeebled by the wot> 
ding of onepart : Thus becauſe Dazidwil palle ouer his af 
fetions to his ſonne in hislife time, and (etele his ioy in 
Abſalom, he cannot be maſter of them nor command them 
when he is dead, hee will bee fond whilſt he hath Abſolom;. 
rio body muſt touch him, the winde muſt not blow vpon- 
him , therefore hee will extremely lament when hee _ cths 
hims- 


of the diucll, who to the end he may carric vs headlong 

with the whirlewind of paſlion-into a (ca of troubles, will 

bearcvs inhand, that-wee haue reaſon to grieue, and to bee 
Wi paſſionate. Thus /oxah ſtands vnto his caule, and becing 

| | : drunken with paſsion, he cannotſec but he hath thebetter 

cf God : Thus Daxid( had a man cloſed hith him, and af- 

ked him, what he meant to be ſo loud)?would quickly haue 

beene his talſemaſter, what ?(wauld hee haue (aid) would 

i you have me vnſenſible of (ucha ftroke as this ?isthere no 
{| . thing to be done by the paret, when the Lord thus lingles 

} out his child ? ought not the father to take notice of it? c{> 
pecially I mul}, fith I did not the part ofa father to him:he 

ſhould, ercthis, hauc becne executed for his ſfinnes, I let 

himrun on, but now the Lord hath met with him and mee 

roo tomy woe:It is iult vpon me,andIamperſwaded, I 

| ought not tolet it palle without ſome vic; muſt greeue: 

my and yet, were I ſure, hisſoule were now in heauen, I would 

a care the lelle,but (alas)the cxample1s fearefull,fo to liue,ſo 
| todic. Faire words(good Dazid:) he ſpeakes as he thinkes 
it (g00d man) but he knowes not his owne heart, is this the 
lt cauſe that you would haue died for him? wasitbecauſe he 

fl! had (inncd ? becauſe you had failed in duetic ? (alas ) what 
could your death do for hisſoule, or your ownediſfcharge? 
[| no,no, hee was your darling, you cannot ſpare him, you 

i | muſt alwaics beare him in yourcie, hence thoſeteares: and 
1 | thus we run on many times in a talc,and would fainc per- 
; . ſwade our ſelucs,that what we dozis done with iudgement, 
THY when(God knowes)our ſorrow is as full of fleſh as Davids 
(| hcre was;and thus whatthrough the errrour of our minds 
and diſorder of our affections, and deceitfulnefſe of our 
owne hearts, and Sathans cunning, it comes to paſle, that 
wearc in the depth of ſorrow and paſſion ( as the Aramites 
; in the mids of Samaria) before we know where we be, 
Vic 1. * Now this being ſo, thatthebeſtofvs all arc ſubieto. 
| inmodcrateſorrow for outwardthings,we mult _ onely 

| carnc 
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Jearne tobcare with one anotherin taisour common frail- 
ty, but further cucry one for himſelfe muſt fence and 
mound his heart again(t theſe ablurd paſſions and exce(- 
five griefes. Many outward things belo baſe, (in reſpe of 
man)that they ſhould not once moue him, they be not 
worthy his cares or thoughts,vnfitto belodgedin the mea- 
neſt roome of mans ſoule;to namethem theſameday with 
man, weretoſetthemaboue their place; to beſtow teares 
on theſe,wereto waſh ſtables with ſweet water, not worth 
thewhile,nor the coſt, All of themare but finite,none ab- 
ſolutcly good, and therefore our grictefor them muſt be 
limited with reſpeRs,and vicd with great moderation,cls it 
will degenerate and turnecarnall, Neither will it ſeruc the 
turne to plead that our ſadne(le hurts no body, but our 
ſclues, and that therein weare enemies to none butto our 
ſclucs:for were this a true plea,yet were it vaſufficient;for 
who gaue vsa commilſon to hurt our owne perſons, and 
to practiſe murther vypon our owne bodies? but this isnot 
all, for beſides a priuate wrong,wee rob.God of his glorie, 
and men of that ſcruice we owe vnro them; indeed, world- 
ly forrow makes vs both vnthankful to God,and ynprofi- 
table to man, and vnnaturall to our (clues (as hence might 
be ſhewed, but we cannot ſtand on all) and thereforelctvs _— - 
ſtrive againſt it. Let vs,(will ſome man (ay) let vs if we.can, * 
but how ſhould we be armed againſt the exceile of world- 
| Iy ſorrow ?canyou giueme any preſeruatiucs againſt it ? 
Anſwere, ſome we will, many we might, but (o ws as we 
praQtiſethelefollowing, we ſhall be freed of this vnprofi- 
table gueſt, I, 

I. Let vs denic our (clues in all worldly matters, and 
not engage ouratffections vnto them, cither tobecagerly 
ſet ypon them when we haue them in chaſe, orto bee foo» 
lithly puft vp with them, whe wehaue them in potleſſion; 
for if-we do not leauc them, tillthey leaue vs, it is ſure they 
will lcaue vsin the lurch in the end : witnelle Daxid, Abſa- 
lom was gone cre Dawid had denicd-himſeclfe in. Abſalony, 
and therefore now here is nothing but roaring , whereas 
if he before had (acrificed his name, and crucified _ affc- 
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20 Abſaloms Funerall. 
ion; he would neuer hauc ſtood vpon thoſe termes, 8 
my ſonne my fon, what will the world ſay, that my ſonne 
ſhould come to this ? but he would haue comforted him- 


1,Sam, 30.6, ſelfeinhis GO D( as cllewhere he did) and (aid, Itis the 
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Lord, let him doc what ſcetneth belt to him:and fo, if wee 
could dente our clues in our husbands, wiucs, children, 
names, &c, we would neuer take on ſo, when wee part, my 
ſon,my ſon,my husband,my child,&c:butas we were nor 
doted with them whilſt we had them,ſo neither would we 
| bediſcouraged when we loſt them. But heere is the miſery. 
(letvsſce it andamend it) we lay the whole ſtrength of 
ouratte&tiosvpon the things we fancy(as the creeplelaics 
his ful waight vpon hiscrutches)and therefore when they 
arc taken from vs (as Pharaohs chariot wheeles) we are 
downe vponall fourc,and ſticke in the mud : yea we (ct on- 
our affections as the Bee his ſting, with all our might and 
ſtrength , wee conuey vnto others our very bowels and 
hearts, andtherefore when they are gone, weare heartles, 
We ſce the crrour,what is the remedy ? Reioice as if we re- 
rciovicednot, andthen we ſhall mourneas if wee mourned 
not; benottoo glad whenthe ſun ſhines, and then thou 
wilt notbe too ſad when a cloud comes. To this we muſt 
adde a ſecond thing , which in part hath beenealreadie 
toucht, and rhat is often to thinke on crollces before they 
come,and to promiſe our heartsno great matters from the 
world, for what isthe reaſon, that wee grow fo pallionate 
ſometimes butthis, © I neuer lookt for this, I ncucr drea- 
med of ſuch a day ? yea but whoſe faultand folly is that, 
not to looke forcroiſes on the ſea? why ſhould wee not 
thinke to becrolled as well as Dania, and asſooncas Da- 
wia? Abſalom was luſty in the morning, dead erenight, 
may notthelike croſfes teale ſuddenly on vs ? but this 
was Daxids owne errour, he thought when God had giuE 
him a fine child, that hee muſt needsbring comfort and 
eace to hisfather, call him Abſalom, (ſaith Danid); hope 
e will/beagood man and apcaccable child one day;and 
tofay the truth, where ſhould afatherlookefor comfore 
ſooner thenfrom his childe? but yet, irproucs otherwiſe 
mn oy” you 
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you ſee, Abſalom isnamed (asthey lay Popes be) by con« 
trarics,his name and natureagreelikea boatman and his 
oarcs,thatlooketwo contrary waies;zpoare David met with 
nothing lefle then that hee expected. Let vs lcarne ſome 
wiſedomefrom his miſery, let vs not become ſuretics for 
the world in a debt of comfort, butrather ſuſped her and 
corre ourlclues, ſaying, I now take ſome comfort in this 
child, I ſolace my ſelte in this outward bleſſing, but let me 
be moderate, who knowes what ſorrow it may breed mee 
crc I die? Thus if wee could forccaſt perils before they 
come, and bee well appointed to recejuethem when they 
doe come, wee might better quit our ſcluesin crotles then 
viually we doc; but when we arc in our iollity, wee cannot 
hcare on that (ide: O ſpare your ſpeech,or elſe you kill my 
heart, doe you lay, thatTI muſt part with my husband, and 
bury my child ? what my Abſalom? I hope ſhall neuer 
live to ſec that day, atleaſt not yeta while, and thus you 
will not hearc of crolles till they come,and then you can- 
not beare them , becauſe they come ſo ſuddenly. Others 
know well caough there muſt bee a time of parting, what 
need you tell them that? but in the meane you mult beare 
with them, for in truth they cannot chuſe but loue their 
fricnds,and take their partin all God ſcnds(as if there were 
no difference betweene louing and doting,betweene mo- 
derate drinking,and cxceſitue drunkennelle) and they doe 
notdoubt, but when God calles them to croiles, hee will 
fit them for cralles, and thus they runon. But is it likelic 
that he wil beare afflictions patiently,who cannot with pa- 
ticnce heare them ſpoken of 2 Is this the way to bee furni- 
ſhedfor winter, to bi ſtill and ſay,if God call me towinter, 
he will ft me for winter, andin the meane times make no 
prouilion, but ſay, whiles he ſends warme & dry weather, 
Iwill take my part 2 No, in ſummer thou mult thinke of 
winter, inthy proſpcrity, of aducrſity,tlſe thou wilt bee 
ſoonein Dawids tune. | = 
- Thirdly, wee mult hauec a ſpcciallcic to our dealings in 
outward matters, that wee do not abuſe them to Gods diſ- 
honour, nor defile them with ſinne and wickednes,for the 
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| eAbſaloms Funerall. 
ifwee be croſſed in them,we ſhall ſoundly ſmart for it, be« 
cauſe thoſe croſſes will comewitha ſting; Dagid was not 
ſo found in the macter of Abſalom, as with more credit he 
mighthauc beene, and therctore Ab/alow ſiickes by him 
Jonger then he ſhould. And (ſurely brethren) croiles are 
like pinching froſts, they will ſearch, they will examine 
where we are molt vnſond, welha] ſoonelt plaine,& where 
moſt corruptionlies,there we ſhall moſt ſhrinke when the 
burden comes: would wee not then greeue too much for 
outward things ?letvs notlin inthe vſe of them: would 
we keepe out carnall ſorrow? keepe out curſed (intif welet 
this canker cate into our hearts, Gods medicines muſt 
picrce as deepezels what recouery? build onthis(brethren) 
{in alwaies makes way for ſorrowe in that meaſure that 
finne taintsvs, crollcs will fling vs;this is-a true ſaying and 
of all men to bebclecued . Butlam flow, | 

A fourth remedy is this, we mult breake theſtteame of 
ouraffecions, and turneour ſorrow vpon our lin,& place 
all our happines in Ieſus Chriſt,ſo we ſhall be ſure that our 


 forroweſhall be al:;xates moderate , fo ſhall we be freed frs 


the worſt of ſorrowes, that which isfalfe and imaginary, 
for truc forrow catesvp falſe, as sAarors rodthe Egypti- 
ans,and falſe iseuermore hurtfull and violent: then true; 
as bngbcarcs more affright children then true men. Again, 
godly ſorrow kils worldly gricfe, asſpirituall ioy mars car- 
nall mirth: let fin ly heauy, and outward croſſes will bee 
light; mournethat thou haſt difplcafed God and defaced 
hisimage, and thou witt hauclittle leaſure to mourne for 


worldly matters: againc,if Chriſt be all thy ioy,and all thy 


comfortbe ſhutvp inthe Lord; thou canſt ncuerbee left. 
comforttes, ſith Chriſteverlives in thee and for thee, But 
here is the ſpite, we miſtake the marke , we paſſe ſin, and 
ſpend our 9rd world, we leaueChriſt, and be- 
ftow our affeRions elſewhere, hence wee are to ſpeake' of 
comfort when we ſhould vicit, & loſe our labour in ſor- 
rowingamilſe, Thus Daridbeſtirs him for Abſalom, and 
whenallis done, he muſt vnwinde and vnwrapall againe: 
How happy we, if we now learne to place ourioy and ſor: 
row 
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fow aright? Laſtly, if worldly ſorrow ſhall not beare vs 
downe, let vs be much in conference with God,andin the 


praQtiſeof holy ductics, pray much,abound inthankeſgi» _ 
uing: this is Pawls preſcription to the Philip, you may write hap. 4.6 


probatumeſt ypon the head of it; for there is no crolle ſo 
great vnder the cope of heauen, but praier and thankſgi- 
ving will Iighten it; as therc is none (o eafje, but plodding 
and vnthankfulnes will make it heauy, Let then our com- 
plaints be made to God, and let that time which is ſpent in 
aggrauating crolles and vnkindneſſes, be ſpent in recount- 
ing merciesand deliuerances, and then croſfes will bee as 
ſmall in our eſteeme, as they bee intruth: and had Daxzid 
thought on this,to haue cried, © my fon Salomon, in ſtead 
of Abſalom, and ſcene Gods mereie in the one, as well as 
Gods iuſticein the other,and in this heate of paſſion draw- 
en himſclfe into Gods preſence, andliftedvp one faithfull 
praicr, theſe ſtormes would hauc vaniſhed(as a miſt before 
the Sun) and he would haue ſaucd himſelfea great deale of 
paines: but he cannot as yetpray, and therforc as yet here 
tsno cofort, Olct our forrowes bring vs ſpeedily to God, 
and then; comfort will come riding vpon the clouds to+ 
wards vs. Let vs preſently fall to praicrand thankfgiuing 
as once Zob did, and betake our [e]ues to the word and pro- 
miſe, or to ſome holy conference,when our fits doe come 
vpon vs,and we ſhall quickly breakethe courſe & ſtrength 
of them. Thus if we will learn to denieour {clues in'worlds 
Iy things, vſing them ſo, that we abuſe them not, if we will 
thinke on croltles before they come, and not leauc all till 
afterward; if we will be juſtin getting,and vprightin vſing 
the things of this life, that we do notenuenim them with 
ſfinne; if we will beſtow our ſorrow on our fin,& make thar 
our chiefeſt griefe and greateſt croſſe;if{laſtly) we will bee 
much in prater,thankſgiuing, meditation ofthe word,&c. 
our ſtrength will beſo much againſt crolles ( at leaſt)our 
comfort in them, that we ſhallnot need to feare any hurt 
from them, burmay comfortably expe& benefitby them: 
fure it is,iftheſe meancs keepe vs not dry-ſhod; they will 


keepe our head aboue water, wee ſhall bee but waſhedwith **'"7" 
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24 Abſolonss Bunerall, 
Paxl, not drowned. And this of that vic;you ſhall find me 
bricfe in all thatfollowcs. A ſecond vie is this ; 

Do Gods beſt children excced ſometimes in ſorrow for 
outward things: then muſt we not be alrogecher diſcoura« 
ged,though we find our worldly greete more then ourſpi- 
rituall ſortowe, for this isa thing that may betfall the bell, 
they may be immoderatc in the one whe they are too ſhort 
inthe other: the belt haue many teares to beſtow ypon 
ſome outward thing,when they cannot without much tra- 
ucll weep fortheir many fins zwas not this ſometime good 
Daxids caſc ? But isnotthis(will ſome lay) a vile thing that 
we ſhould moregricue for outward things, than for {in a- 
gainſt God ?Itis ſo,and doth itnot ſhew, that we are won- 
derfull carnall 2 It doth ſo : why then;zwhat then ? How ci 
I be Gods child? why ? how is Daxia?did you cuer heare 
him more loud for his (in then herefor Ab/alow ? did hee 
not weepat Ziklag for outward things,till he could vvcep 
no more ?and yet for all this I vvouldnotlay that Dauid 


- Joued outyvard things more then God, or that his ſinnes 


lay lighterthen his crolles: for firſt, he had more ſorrovy 
for his fin,then he ſhould or would hauec had for outvvard 
lolſes vyhen hee vvas David. Secondly, alittle godly ſor- 
rovveis more then a great deale of vvorldiy;more (Ifay) 
in ſubſtance, though not in bulke , as alittle balme vvater 
is vvorth a poolc of mud,alittle gold comes to morethen 
a great dealc of brafle, Thirdly, his carnall and vyorldly 
forrovy vvas but aſudden ſtorme, a land-flood, his ſpiri- 
tuall a conſtant gueſt; though it vvere compoſed and (ilet 
(as the deepeſt vvaters arc molt ſtill)yet vvas it deepe and 
ſoaking. Novv vvhat vvce ſay of Daw, the ſame q if you 
changethename)muſt be vnderſtood of cucry good chri- 
ſian, vvho isnot to be conſidered according to that he is, 
vvhen heis drunken vvith paſſion, but according to that 
heisvyhen he is his ovvne man and in his vvits; neither 
muſt vve looke vyhat men do,butyyhatthey meane and 
vvould do:and therforeſ{olong as vve delire to make our 
ſin our greateſt ſorrevv,and iudge our (cluesfor our ſecu- 
rity,{o long as vye giueall cntertainmetto godly forrovy, 

and 
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Abſaloms Funerall. 25 
& ſtand tokeep out worldly,we are in Gods account more 
ſpirituall than carnall: as with men, he thatkeepsa conſtit 
houſcall the yeerc,is ſaid to keep a better houſe then hee 
thatlaies it on once ina twelue month. And this for that 
point ; Now it followes : 
Q my ſor)From Daxids mourningand behauiour in this 
particular,letvsnote one thing more: you heare the man, 
you ſee his behauiour,was Daxid wont to beare crotles ſo? 
nothing ſo; but youſce how it fares with him now, he can pg, ,, 
not helpe it.. Hence learne we, that Gods children, who ; 
beare ſome crofles with great wiſedome and moderation, 
are ſoinctimes foiled in otherſome,and faile in both. Who 
could behauc himſelfe better then Daxid inthe matter of geaqr van... 
Shimei? who worſein the caſe of Nabal 2 how ſweete his 25.& 2.Sam, 
carriagein many palſagesbetween Sawland him 2 how ad- 16.8 2.Sam. | 
mirable his bchawiour in one childs death ? how abſurd in 1*-c-2.Sam, . | 
2nothers, nay how diuerſly affeRted with the cauſe of one 152% *&: 
znd the ſame Abſalom? what gratious ſpeeches did he once 
. vtter when he fled from Abſolom? what a bedrole hauec we 
here at his death 2 who could more forget himſclfe then 
here hee doth? thus to take on atſuch a time, in ſuch a 
place, on ſuch an occafion ? How farre was this from poli- 
cy,howfarre vnlike his carriagein other places?good Da- 
#;id, the ſame that would make to heauen at other times,{o 
ſoone as the crolle had given him ſumraos ; the ſame that 
wasvſcd tobearcaffliionsas patiently as hee bearcsthis, 
(toſay no more) immoderately. And:touching /ob,could lob 1.vir. 
any man liuing behaue himſelfe better in ſume crolles? In Y*f*: 
all this (ſaith the Lord) ſumming vp hisbehauiour in the 
firſt confli& ) did not /ob finne, nor ſhew the leaſt folly in 
charging folly vpon God: inall which? notin all that fir(t 
confli& whercin he was ſoncarely toucht, in his goods & 
children, buthisbehauiour ic was moſt religious, he hum- | 
ied himſclfe and worſhipped, his ſpeeches very gratious, . | 
The Lord hath done all, he is righteous inall, and bleſed | 
be hisname. Thus [ob atthat time, on that occafion; but ge, chap. x1,.. 
how afterward?who he ? hee challengeth G © D intothe 3,c6,21.8&.23; ' 
{chooles to diſpute itout, if he would not take the chalege 3-454&c 
EO 
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it was becauſe hewas notable to (tid vnder his argumets. 
Thelike may be ſaid of /#nah,a man of good behauiour; in 
the fir(t chaprer, hee makes an honeſt confeſſion both of 
hisfaich and of his faultzſcttles himſclfe to die, and lookes 
as if hee would to heautn anon; butat another timein a 
ſmaller crolle, he isno morelike himſelfe, then an apple 
is ike anut, hee chides hand{wooth with God, and will 
and to it that God knowes not when a man ſpeakes reals 
if he would tearmehim vnrealonable in his paſſtos, But 
what might be the rcaſon(to patlc more inſtances ) of this 
ſo vvidea difference? vvhat might be the cauſe that theſe 
fo vvorthy champions arethus ſometimes foiled? I vvill 
tell you: fir(t, It pleaſeth God ſometimes to (et on acroſle, 
and to make it ſtick by a man, cither becauſe the ſamepar- 
ty vvould looke beſides former crolles, or kicke them off 
too lightly,orclſe becauſe he vyould let him ſee himlclfe, 
and knovv vyhar he is of himfelfe,or for ſome other caule 
voknovvne to vs , but alvyaics iuſt in it ſelfe, and vvell 
knovven to God: Now,if hepurpoſc fo to doe, either to 
withdraw his aſliſtance, or to increale the ſmart, alas, who 
can (tand vnder it? & thus we ſee Gods beſt children more 
troubled now and then vvitha trifle (in compariſon) than 
vvith greateſt torments at another time ; and as Chriſts 
looking back on Peter,did moreaffeRt him,and worke vp= 
on him yvhen hce pleaſed to vvorke vvith it, then many 
wordsdidat anothertimez{o many times a word miſfla- 
ced, a countenance mil-ſet doth more gaule vs,then twen- 
ty greater mattcrs,(when God is pleaſed to pay vs)becaule 
cuer that is the crolſe which he will make thecroſle, that 
moſt pierccth which he ſharpeneth moſt. 

2 Sometimes wee hauc not denicd our felues in ſome 
particular luſt,and then ifa crollclight there, it ſoone en- 
ters and cates deepe, becauſe weour fclues do giue a ſting 
vnto it;an affeion vamortified is alloone wounded as a 
ſcaulded head is broken: thus, if you had hit Daxid any 
whereel(e, he had beene for you, he could haueborne it, 
but if you touch his Abſalom, you pare thequicke, you 
touch his life, Sometimes againe our crolles do not maſter 
VS, 


| Abſaloms Funerall. 27 
vs,they doc but nettle vs, andthen they raife thoſe tem- 
petts whichthey cannutlay,they do but bair, they do not 
worric our corruptions, &lſo they make vs chafe. Thus(in 
Elibaes iadgementat icalt)the cauſe why /ob did ſo beltir 
him andlay about him, was, becauſe God had not dealt in 
extremity with him, Thus /onab, who was tamed when-he 
ſhould be drowned, was a little too luſty fora goard. And 
ſurcly (brethren) if our croſſes were ſometimes more, I do 
notthinke burour firs would befewer, our outward carrie 
age ( atlealt) better, Three icrkes (ometimes make the 
child yeeld, when onewould make him danceand ſtamp. 
Laltly, crolles ſometimes ſteale vponvs before wee haue 
armed our ſelucs, and then it is a world to ſce how wee go 
downe the winde: Daxid can ſay ſomewhatto this alſo; he 
was fitted for crofſes when the child borne in adultery di- 
ed, his heartwas ſ{ofrned;he had reaſon tocxpeR its death, 
ſith he was told no letle, but here hee Tlookes for no ſuch 
matter, he giues in charge thatthe yong man Abſalom(an 
old traitor (though his boy Nlhould be lookevnto, hee will 
not ſutfer himaſe}tero thinke that Abſalom mult die,he will 
not be humblcd for his fondnes paſt, becauſc hee did noe 
meane to ainend it: and therefore this lies vpon him more 
heauy than ſand, he cannot beare it, as he bore the other : 
and thus we mult lcauc the pointas we found itat fir(t,and 
tell our iudgements, that one croile foiles vs, yea, jaicsvs 
on our backe, when another (perhaps a tronger) cannot 
lticrevs, becauſe the Lord ſets on one more then another, 
becauſe weare lctIc [oun in one place then another, be- 
cauſe weare letſe maſtered by onecrotle then another, be- 

cauſe we areletle prepared for one then anather. 

Now the pointis prooued, Jet vs not ſutfer it to patle 
without ſome vic, though we be the bricfer. Learne hence 
at leaſt a double point of wiſdome : the firſt refpets ovr 
brethren ; them we mult not too lightly cenſure for their 
weaknetle and tendernetle in ſome crotſes though light, 
fith that cannot be light, which God will make heauite; (ith 
that may belight toone, whichis as amountaine to ano» 
ther; lith thole our brethren may manfully heare farre 
©, E-- ſores 
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XZ as ſorer crolles then our (clues; though humbled in ſome 
= particular; (th briefly,thatwhich is heauy now,mayanon 
| be light to themz and that which now is as a thing of 
i F naught to vs, may anon beſomewhat if God ſhall ſet it on: 
| ſoftthen (my brethren) let vs notbe too eager vpon Da- 
| id: it may bewe hauc buried:no. Abſalom as yer, ( atleaſt 
E dying inſucha ſort)it may be we would have buſled more 
then David did. Had Sbimeiſogrected vs, or Saul fo pur- 
ſued vs, like cnough Dazia would haue beene at patience 
| before vs,in twenty other crotles,and ſo-may our brethren 
qi | too,cucnthole we moſt cenſure: andthereforec haueſome 
| paticnce and mercy toward the afflited, accountnot euc- 
| ric one proud, and carnall,and froward,thatis foiled,when 
l weltand, EE, 
j 2 Theſccondleſſon ourſclues muſt take forth, and make 
qi. | it our owne : anditlookes two waies, aSif it were'6n both 
as fides the leafe. Firſt, if wee haue in ſome meaſure quitted 
| our (clues well in ſome one or few afflitions, we muſt not 
I preſently triumph and grow ſecurc,as if the day were ours: 
bl wee may now giue them the fall, and by andby beetript 
downe our clues, if we looke notto our feet. Dazid is be- 
fore vs herein : he foughtmore battles then twenty of vs, | 
and that with great courage and good ſuceclle, yet is not 
Danid ableto (tand againſt this crotle : his Abſalom, his 
Abſalom could not be forgotten, And what though wee 
haue buried a friend ? It may be we know not what it is to 
buric a father, a childe, awife, a husband. If Amnon bee 
dead, we cannot tell what an Abſalom may worke when his 
death ſhali be vntimely. Say pouertie beno great burden 
to vs, it may be paineand (icknelle will make vs roarc : if 
| | theſe blow ouer, a cloud vpon our names may happilic 
1 | trouble our patience : if wee can bee patient when other 
qd! mens faultsare ſerued into vs, and laid in our diſh, yet it 
q! may bce wee ſhall notclawitoffſowell, if our kinsfolkes, 
ſeruants, parents, children, yoke-fellowes, ſhall breake 
forth,and vnmuzle the wicked againſt vs. © then let not 
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dieto receiue and to award theſe blowes'that fall vpon 
him like haile and fhot : andſo 1f he doe,then an the other. 
fide, let him not caſt away his buckler becauſe hee was 
wrought a rap, but looke better to his hand another time, 
What though Daxid bee now downe? hee may riſe againe 
for allthis,and proouc himſelfe old Dazid [till;though he 
be alittle eclipſed, yet may he ſhine forthafreſh, and make 
many an holy P__ and Plalmeafter this : and though he 
now flic, yet may-he fight and triumph againeerc hee dic, 
and fo maiclt thou too, though for the preſent deieted. 
That Peter that was onccafraidof a wenches face, will not 
after feare the threats of any aducrfarie'; and hee who is 
fometimes baſlc ina trifle, may after play the man in grea- 
teſt trials. Say notthen, if I cannor beare the loſle of a 
cltilde, of a friend, of alittle wealth, a little caſe, a little 
ſleepe, alas, what ſhall become of me 1f it ſhould. come to 
fre and faggot ? How ſhall Tpart(pareT muſt}with'my dea- 
reſt pledges, and necreſt friends, and withall my goods? 
Yes man,hcare mein one thing that I ſhall ſay, /oreb may 
with more patience part with his life at one time, then with 
x root at another: and that God that can mike light croſs 
ſes heauy, and ſhadowes of crolles looke like mountaines, 
_can(if hecall thee to them hee will) make heauy croiles 
light, and mountaines ſhadowes. And thus briefly for that 
point. Beare me companiethorow one'point more, and 
I wiil trouble younoturther, and will be briefe in that. For 
whom doth Dazid thus mourne ? Whatis he whoſe death 
is thus lamented ? Heare him,O my ſonne, my ſonne, Which 
fonne ? O Abſalom, Abſalom, Abſalom is then the man, 
And heerea ſtrange matter is offered to thoſe that know 
nottheheartof afather, The fonnepraQtiſcth againſt his - 
fachershoule, robs him ofhischildren, abuſerth him4n his: 
wiues, ſceketh to ſpoile him both of life and liuing : and 
the father, what doth he ? he weepes for him, hee mournes 
ouecr him, hee would die forhim : thus doth Dazid'. In 


whom ſce what a kinde and godly fathers-affeion is to-Do8. 4. 


his childe. No vadutifulneſſe, no practiſe on the childes 
part, no-not death icſelfe can divide betweene him and his 
E > . childs. 
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ciuld. What though Abſalom can forget Danid 2 yet Danid 
cannot forget him; what though hee bea very vngratious 
impc; yet heis my child : my child (faith Daxzid) I cannot 
butlouc him : and indeed he oucrloucs him, which 1 doe 
not commend, but oncly obſcrue to note the {trength of 
parents louc if it bee naturall,a louc indeedeas (trong as 
death, as hot as firc, like that which S«/omon ſpeakes of in 
another calc, which cannot bee put outwith water, nor 
bought out with (iluer : and can it be otherwiſe when pa- 
rents bee religious, (ith God and nature both command. 
grace and nature, both enforce loue,though not fondnes? 
you that be parcnts ſauc me the proofe of this poiat, and 
do but heare why I notcit. 

Firſt do kind and godly parentsſo loue their children, 
that you may ſooner finde too much carnall, then too lit- 
tle naturall affection in them ? then ſhall they never make 
it good to their owne or others (oules, thattherc is any 
goodneffſe in them who beare no attcRion to their owne 
children. Thoſe parents that haue no naturall atfeRion, 
can they be ſpiritually affedted ? Doth that ſpirit which 
makes vs louing toall, lodge inthe vnnaturall breſ(t? Can 
they loue Gods children,that beare no loue ro their owne 
bowels ? Can theyloue their encmics, can they call God 
Father, thatarc tyrants to their owne children,thcir owne 
ficſh ? No no: it argues grolle {innes, and a fierceconſci. 
ence,when men be lo ficrce and violent again(t (mankinde 
I might ſay, I muſt ſay) themſclues. What, parents notto 
fe-letheir children when they crie, Father ? not to finde 
their bowels mooucd when they thinke of a childe ? what 
not of a religious childe?Why then bluſh ye Dragons,and 
beye aſhamed, O Bearcs and Tigres, that your Lords + 
ſhould be {ſo bealtlikefay I ? nay) (o diuclliſh 2 for what 
creatures but Diucls hate their ſeed ? Nay could Diuecls 
haucnaturall ſced, would they hate their owne trow yee ? 
But whyſpend we words on them, who haue the curſe 
vnder (cale, as Paw/ſhewes? Rom. 1.5. | 

Secondly, heere is ſomewhat for children alſo. Is the 
affeQion of godly parents ſuch, that they cannot _ : 
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but louc their children ; and out of their loue, grieve at 
their vakindnelle, weepe for their impietic, mourne for 
their lorrawes, and take to hceare their follic e why then 
the children of ſuch parents muſt take to heart their for- 
mer ſtubbornanetle, and for the time to come forbeare 
thoſe practiſes that might be matter of griefc to their pa» 
rents. How canlt thou refreſh thy ſelfe with that which is 
a {wordin the heart of thy dearc(t friends? how canſt thou 
thinkc to cſcape the hand of God,when thou wilt feed vp «= 
on the bloud of thine owne parents, and make them as 
weary of the lightas David now is? Isit not ſufficient , that 
alrcady they hauc carcd, and ſighed, and groancd, and 


[ 
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weptfor thee ; but (till thou wilt kill cheir ſoules with - 


gricfe? What if thou canſt ſhake itoff ? Can a father ſhake 
out his heart ? Doth theirlouenothing mooue thee 2 nor 
their care, northeir paines, nor their teares? nothing? O 
that Abſalom had ſcene or heard his fathers complaints : 
he thoughethat now, becauſc he loued not his father, his 
father could not louchim : butthat is thy crrour (curſed 
viper.) The father loues, when the child bates; and then 


can Daxid ſay moſt feclingly, Handle the young man Abſa- 5 :vetſe 


lomwell,yvhen Abſalom could ſay (if ſhame did not ftop his. 
- mouth) Handlc the old Carle Damid roughly, at my re- 
quelſ}: yea then can Danid dicfor Abſelom, when Abſalom 


had as lecefe die as ſce Danid liue. Had Abſalom knowne © 


this, would not he (thinke you) haue relented 2 would not 
his rockic heart haue yeelded? What could hee haue ſaid, 
if David had ſaid butthis vnto him, O A®ſalowm, O Abſa. 
lom, did I call thee Abſalom for this 2 Is this to be a childe e 
Doc(t thoualſo thinke my griefcs toofew 2 Was itnot e- 
nough to be crolled in my familiars, in my father in law, 
in my owne brethren, in my wife, but my owne children 
mult adde vnto my griefe? Mult A6/alom, thatT loucd fo 
well 2 Is itnotſufficient thatthou haſt robbed mee of my 
children, and brought mec almoſt to the graue, but now 
thou wilt haue my crowneand my bloud ? Didi ſpare thee 
for this? Was Ia meancs of thy life, and wilt thou be of my 
death 2 Would I dic todocthce good, and wilt thou dic 
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valeſſc thon maitft hurt me, what thou my ſon; Is not Da- 
ard thy father, Maacahthy mother, dolt not know vs &c. 


\ canſt thou forgetvs? haſt thou been a father thy ſelf, &yct. 


riſeſt vp againſt thy father?what(Lſay) could A#ſals hauc 
faid to ſucha falutatiofbutheisnot ſo happy to hcearc his 
fathcr,& thereforc he proceeds till vengeance will not ſuf=. 
ferhim toliue, but hangs him vp againſt the ſunne. And. 
let all diſobedicnt and rebelliouschildren take warning by 
this onethyodungedvp in gibbets, and know, that if the 
kindnes of thefr parents cannot breake their hearts , and 
worke them to remorſe , the hand of God will bee vpor 
them and putſue them, till the raucns of the vallics haue 
pickt out their cies,and the flames of hell haueſcized vp= 
on theirſoules, | 
Laſt of all, heeresa word, both of inſtruQion and con - 
ſolatinn for all ſorts; both parents and children, high and 
low:Is the loue-of an carthly father (if godly) ſo great ? 
doth he takeſo much to hart the vakindnelles of his chil- 
dren ? is he ſoſcnfible of their griefes? ſo wounded with 
their ſorrowes ? Whatthen isthe affetion of our heauen- 
ly father towards vs ? how tenderly doth he take diſobedi-- 
ence at our hands ? and therefore how great ſhould our 
mourning be for our great and many contempts ? how 
ought wee to powre forthour ſoules In tearcs, and to la- 
ment witha greatlamention, likethat of the Egypriaxs for 
Iaceb, that of the Iſraelites for Tofiab, that of a tather, for 
his firſt, his onely ſonne 2 how deere ſhould the name of 
our God be vntovs, how tenderly ſhould wee take thoſe 
contempts andindignities,thatare caſt vpon him, who is 
fo feeling of cuery ſorrow that befals vs ? O Lord, thatwe: 
had an heartto weepe over Chriſt, and that the rebukes 
of God did fallon vs, 6 that our ownelinnes could cauſe 
ſuch teares, asother mens did wring from Daria? O that 
the word would ſmite our hearts, and cauſe water to guſh 
outof theſe rockes;d that we ſtood affeted to God as Me- 
phiboſheth to Dania! hemourned,he faſted,he wept in this 
diſtre(ſeof Darid,welaugh,we feaſt, we do not, we cannor. 
weepe, though we our ſclues haue riſen againſt our ſouc- 
rajigne,and holpento dethronc him. Ah (brethren ) —n L 
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: David mourneforothersfinsinhis Plalmes? ſhall notwee | ©; 
for our owne? Shall Dewids. good: ſubicstaketo heart ** S2:io2 . 
his afflitions? ſhall not wee rebel{ion againftour king ? SE 2 
ſhall Dawids (eruants bee ready to. ſmite him thorow that = SIIIEE J 
{hall raile vpon him, .and a@eurchcarts ariſe when * © | 
-thenameof .ourGod is ſmitter}| len, af 
1srailed vpon.? nay,ſhall Daxid\vadnat 


en- our father - _ 
Net for;my 


oh 
he =": 27 4 e,myfon;: 
ſon, for a wretchthat would hauc KgathK ; and ſhallnor 


we mourne oucr Gods ſon whom wWaucKhinc? yes bre- 
«threa, we muſt mourne, if wewill be cygyferreliind make 
-Gods cafc ours, ifhe ſhall make ourshisj whiel@dldacdge, 
;then behold what comfort is here offered 2:feor labile © 
:there ſuch affeRion in ancarthly father ?:whattheq; Fo OD 
- weexpeRtat Gods hand who is an heaucnly fare; Whole © 
-loue asfarre cxceedeth ours as the heauens arc aboue the; 
.carth2 can Daxid(l lead you no further ) loue Abſalemy :; * 
:uch a. child, becauſca child? car his heart earne after 
him, can he be pacitied toward him at 7oabs requeſt, when 
hehath ſlaine hisſonne ; and is.it not poflible that 6 OD 
ſhould be friEds with vsat Chriſts requeſt, though we haue 
Naine our (clues and the Lord of life 2 Can Daxidloue Ab- | 
/alom, when he hath defiled his concubines, when he ſeeks ; 
-his kingdome, his life ? can he then diefor him, when A6b- 
ſalom would be his death, can heedoe all this, though his | 
ſunne doth not ſubmit, doth not repent, doth not craue k 
pardon, but is vpin armes againft him; and will not Gad "4 
(whoſe [oue is infinite) for Chriſts ſake, forgiue his chil- 
.dren when they comevnto him, cofelle theirfault,be ſor- 
ry forit, anddefire amendment? O my brethren,donot we 
wrong God exceedingly when wee will not yeeld him as : 
kind as Daxid ? ſay, thou haſt becne as bad as cuer Ab/m- 
Joms was, vaholy, wnclcane, vnnaturall, would -not Dandl 
be friends with Abſalom , if he had confetſed his fault; and 
ſhall we doubt of God? O but Daxzid was fond, God is 
juſt; yea but the queſtion is, whether Dawid-hath more 3 
fond louethan God hath truc louc --ſay- it were his fault, | 
hereis the point, is there {(o muchbadnesin Davidas there 
is goodnes in God ? nay, I putit vponthy Dy” 
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nile et, God will bee ous Mat. 
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